
Oliver Wolcott Library Fiction Book Group 2022-23 
Meets the second Thursday of the month at 3:30 pm   (860) 567-8030   www.owlibrary.org 

New members welcome – join one or all discussions 
 

July 14, 2022 Me Before You Jojo Moyes 
The two main characters create a contrasting love story between two desperately opposite people.  The 
woman struggles to find her next step of life, while the man struggles with living a life that was less than 
what he was used to. His condition gave her a purpose: to get him to change his mind. Questions are 
raised about the quality of living and whether a death with dignity is possible.  Moderated by Laura S  
 

August 11 The Sandcastle Girls Chris Bohjalian 
An American nurse arrives in Syria in 1915 to help deliver food and medical aid to refugees of the 
Armenian Genocide during the First World War. There she meets a young Armenian engineer who has 
lost his wife and daughter. Years later, another American woman embarks on a journey back through 
her family’s history, uncovering a story of love, loss, and a secret that was buried for generations.  
Moderated by Sharon 
 

September 8 Leave the World Behind Rumaan Alam 
Two families, strangers to each other, are forced together on a long weekend gone terribly wrong. The 
novel is attuned to the complexities of parenthood, race, and class The white family heads out to a 
remote corner of Long Island, expecting a vacation in the luxurious home they’ve rented for the week. 
But a Black couple arrives at the house, which they say they own. A sudden blackout has swept the city. 
It’s hard to know what to believe. Should the couples trust each other?  Moderated by Frances 
 

October 13 Lost Roses         Pair with Non-Fiction history on Russia Martha Hall Kelly 
This historical novel is based on true events and is a prequel to Kelly’s Lilac Girls. The book opens in 
1914, when Austria declares war on Serbia and Russia’s imperial dynasty begins to fall. The lives of three 
women intersect:  from St. Petersburg, to Russian countryside estates, to Paris where a society of 
Russian émigrés live, to the mansions of Long Island. In an era crumbling under the weight of war, 
hatred, and devastation, the bonds of women offer sustenance and hope.  Moderated by Cara 
 

November 10 Nothing to See Here Kevin Wilson 
Two girls were unlikely friends at their boarding school. Years later, one woman asks the other to be the 
caretaker of her twin stepchildren, newly moving in with her family. There’s a catch:  the twins 
spontaneously combust when they get agitated, flames igniting from their skin. Over the course of one 
demanding summer, these women and children also must interact with the father, a buttoned-up 
politician.  Moderated by Patricia M. 
 

December 8 The Promise Damon Galgut 
On her deathbed, a South African woman makes a promise to the family’s Black maid. This promise will 
divide the family – especially her children. Reunited by four funerals over 30 years, the dwindling family 
remains haunted by the unmet promise, just as their country is haunted by its own failures. This epic 
South African drama unfurls against the unrelenting march of history, portraying a damaged family and a 
troubled country in need of healing.  Moderated by Cindy  

http://www.owlibrary.org/


January 12, 2023 The Underground Railroad Colson Whitehead 
In an ingenious conception, the Underground Railroad is no mere metaphor:  engineers and conductors 
operate a secret network of actual tracks and tunnels beneath the Southern soil. An enslaved woman 
embarks on a harrowing flight from one state to the next, encountering, like Gulliver, strange yet 
familiar iterations of her own world at each stop. As Whitehead brilliantly re-creates the terrors of the 
antebellum era, he weaves in the saga of our nation.  Moderated by Laura 
 

February 9 The Bell Jar                Pair with Non-Fiction:  The Barbizon Sylvia Plath 
A young woman is battling mental illness and societal pressures in this realistic and emotional novel.  
The woman is brilliant, beautiful, enormously talented, and successful, but slowly going under – maybe 
for the last time. Her neurosis becomes real, even rational. The Barbizon hotel is renamed “The Amazon” 
and is portrayed as a stifling enclave for the woman’s time in the city.  Moderated by Kathy 
 

March 9 Klara and the Sun Kazuo Ishiguro 
Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, watches carefully the behavior of 
others while hoping that she will be chosen by someone. The novel looks at our changing world through 
the eyes of an unforgettable narrator and explores the fundamental question:  what does it mean to 
love? Will our species be able to live with everything it has created?  Moderated by Margaret 
 

April 13 Before We Were Yours Lisa Wingate 
This novel is based on one of America's most notorious real-life scandals in which the director of a 
Memphis based adoption organization kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the 
country. That such a place could actually exist, unraveling the lives of countless children, stealing their 
pasts and changing their futures, will give you chills. But the real feat of this novel is how deeply Wingate 
plunges us into the heart and mind of one such child.  Moderated by Curry 
 

May 11 The Wife                               Movie to be discussed also Meg Wolitzer 
This is the story of the long and stormy marriage between a famous novelist and his wife. The novel 
opens as the man is about to receive a prestigious international award to honor his career. The wife, 
who has spent 40 years subjugating her own literary talents to fan the flames of his career, finally 
decides to stop. This gem of seething, life-long resentment describes a woman forced to confront the 
sacrifices she’s made in order to achieve the life she thought she wanted.  Moderated by Nancy 
 

June 8 Slaughterhouse-five Kurt Vonnegut 
This anti-war book centers on the fire-bombing of Dresden. The protagonist’s odyssey through time 
reflects the mythic journey of our own fractured lives. It's just a vicious cycle of death and evil: the 
Germans were making candles out of the Jews; Americans were melting German teenagers; the Soviets 
were starving their own while fighting the Germans. All this happened, more or less. The war parts, 
anyway, are pretty much true. So it goes.  Moderated by Jeff 
 

July 13 Blackbird House   Alice Hoffman  
This work traces the lives of various occupants of an old Cape Cod farmhouse over the span of 200 year.  
In interconnected narratives, from the time of the British occupation of Massachusetts to modern time, 
family after family’s lives are inexorably changed, not only by the people they love but by the lives they 
lead inside Blackbird House.  Moderated by Laura S                                                          as of June 11, 2022 


